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who refused to confess the dogma of Transubstantia-
tion.

Soon afterwards, Cromwell's ascendancy came to
an end. He had constantly endeavoured to commit
Henry to a definite party in the continental struggle,
and he now negotiated a Protestant alliance. On
the death of Jane Seymour, he persuaded the king to
marry Anne, daughter of the Lutheran Duke of
Cleves. But the lady proved to be unacceptable to
the king, and Henry, who was already tired of
Cromwell, seized the excuse to rid himself of him.
The minister, like Wolsey before him, had no
popularity upon which to fall back. lie had
alienated every class, except, perhaps, a few extreme
Reformers, and his overthrow was hailed with general
delight. A Bill of Attainder was passed, and he was
executed (1540). Henry had already repudiated
Anne of Cleves ; he now married Catherine Howard,
niece of the Duke of Norfolk, the chief champion of
the old faith, and the reaction appeared to be
complete. But the English Bible was retained, and
a tendency to make some concessions to the
Reformers was evidenced by the publication, under
royal authority, of the " Necessary Doctrine and
Erudition of a Christian Man."

Wars with Scotland and France occupied the
closing years of the reign. It was one of Henry's
favourite schemes to effect the union of England and
Scotland by a marriage treaty, but James V. had
preferred a French alliance and had married Mag-
dalen of Valois, and, on her death, Mary of Guise.
This formed the principal ground of quarrel between